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The Faithful who Went to a Religious Festival
A group of people left to attend a religious festival.  On their way they had to pass through a forest.  As they were 
sleeping a jaguar walked among them.  The animal spoke to the little toe of each one of the pilgrims.  Only one of 
the pilgrims was awake, and he heard the exchange between the jaguar and the people’s little toes.  He told them that 
he was going to eat them.  However, the little toes of the people each told the animal that it was not their destiny to 
be eaten by a jaguar.  The little toes told the jaguar how each of them was to die:  one by falling from a tree, another 
while drunk, and so on.  Finally the jaguar spoke to the little toe of one of the men, and the little toe conceded that his 
owner’s destiny was to be eaten by the jaguar.  The man’s little toe then asked the jaguar not to eat him until he finished 
his pilgrimage.  When the people arrived at the site of the festival, they prayed and burned their candles as offerings. 
However, the candles of the man who was destined to be eaten by the jaguar would not light.  The rest of the people 
then realized that this was a bad omen for him.  Then the man who had heard the jaguar speak to the people’s little 
toes told the others that the poor man was destined to be eaten by the jaguar.  The others did their best to protect the 
ill-fated man upon their return, but the jaguar was able to devour him in spite of their efforts.
Los fieles que fueron a una romería
Un grupo de personas se fueron a una romería. El camino hacia el santuario pasaba por un bosque.  La gente tuvo que 
dormir allá.  Todos estaban dormidos cuando un jaguar anduvo entre ellos.  El animal habló con los deditos de los 
pies de los peregrinos.  Solo uno de los peregrinos estaba despierto, y él escuchó las conversaciones entre el jaguar y los 
deditos de los pies de la otra gente.  Cada uno de los deditos le contaron al jaguar como se iban a morir sus dueños: uno 
caería de un árbol, otro moriría por tomar en exceso, etc.  Por fin el jaguar habló con el dedito de uno de los hombres, 
y el dedito admitió que el destino de su dueño era ser comido por un jaguar.  Entonces el dedito le pidió al jaguar que 
no lo comiera a su dueño hasta que terminara su romería.  Cuando los peregrinos llegaron al santuario, empezaron a 
rezar y quemar sus candelas.  Sin embargo las candelas del hombre que era destinado ser comido por el jaguar no se 
prendían.  Entonces los demás se dieron cuenta de que eso era una mala seña.  Por fin el hombre que había escuchado 
cuando el jaguar habló con los deditos de la gente, les informó a sus compañeros que el pobre hombre sería comido 
por el jaguar.  De regreso la gente trató de cuidar al hombre para que no se comiera.  Sin embargo no lo lograron, y el 
jaguar lo comió al pobre. 
K’iche’ Maya Oral histOry PrOject
University of New Mexico | Latin American & Iberian Institute 
Project Background
The stories and rituals included in this collection were collected between 1968 and 1973.  All of them are narrated 
in the K’iche’ Maya language of Guatemala with almost all of the narrators speaking the Nahualá-Santa Catarina 
Ixtahuacán dialect of that language.
Collected and recorded by
Dr. James Mondloch
Transcribed by
Miguel Guarchaj Ch’o’x and Diego Guarchaj
Funding and support provided by 
The UNM Latin American and Iberian Institute and the US Department of Education Title VI National Resource 
Center grant.
Title page image provided courtesy of
Dennis G. Jarvis 
Usage rights
Copyright © 2011 The University of New Mexico, Latin American and Iberian Institute.  All Rights  
Reserved. You may print, reproduce and use the information in, and retrieve files containing  
publications or images from, The University of New Mexico’s WWW documents for non-commercial, personal, 
or educational purposes only, provided that you (i) do not modify such information, and (ii) include any copyright 
notice originally included with such information and this notice in all such copies.
Alternative formats 
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the information contained herein is available in alternative 
formats upon request.
Additional information about this project is available online
http://laii.unm.edu/kiche
Correspondence should be directed to
The University of New Mexico
Latin American & Iberian Institute
801 Yale Boulevard NE / MSC02 1690
1 University of New Mexico
Albuquerque, New Mexico 
87131-0001
Phone: (505) 277-2961
Fax: (505) 277-5989
E-mail: laii@unm.edu
Web: http://laii.unm.edu
LATIN AMERICAN &
IBERIAN INSTITUTEUNM



















